reached Spain at a time when there was
dissension between the Berbers of Tariq
and the Arab Governor of Andalusia.
After a few years Abd al-Rahman reached
Andalusia where his appearance was hail-
ed with great enthusiasm. The army of
the governor joined the standard of the
young prince and within fifteen months
after his coining to the country, that is in
756 A.D., Archidona, Cordoba and Seville
had acknowledged his Khilafat. He chose
Cordoba as the seat of his government,
and thus Seville the fairest city on earth,
lost her claim as the capital of Spain.
Brave, unscrupulous and instantaneous in
action, Abd al-Rahman maintained his
supremacy in Spain with valour and diplo-
macy. He annihilated the invading forces
of the Abbaside Khalifa Mansur and of
Charlemagne. The revolt of the Berbers
in the north and that of the Yemenites in
the south, long delayed the commence-
ment of the Great Mosque which he built
in Cordoba with great love and care.
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